
Guidance and Examples for Constructed Cost Computation Worksheet 
 

Transportation modes while travelling under TDY are authorized by the Approving Official 
following an order of precedence: 
 

Uniformed Members 
 

1. Common Carrier: Air (preferable), Train, Bus, Ship 
2. Government Vehicle (GV) *  
3. Rental Car 
4. POV**  

 
*If a POV is used instead of an authorized (but not directed) and available Government 
vehicle then the traveler is limited to reimbursement at a POV other mileage rate for the 
official distance. Reimbursable expenses associated with driving a POV and incurred during 
travel between the PDS and a TDY location are not authorized.  
 
**POV may be advantageous if no GV is available and travel is 400 miles or less one way or 
800 miles or less round trip. One of the nine considerations under JTR, par. 020203-B may 
also be considered for advantageous. 
 

Civilian Employees 
 

1. Common Carrier: Air (preferable), Train, Bus, Ship 
2. Government Vehicle (GV)* 
3. Rental Car 
4. POV** 

 
*If a POV is used instead of an authorized Government vehicle then reimbursement is based 
on a constructive mileage rate limited to the cost that would be incurred for use of a 
Government-furnished automobile. This rate will be published in an FTR bulletin available at 
http://www.gsa.gov/ftrbulletins. 
 
**POV may be advantageous only if GV is not available and other modes have been 
evaluated. See FTR, par. §301-10.4 for the factors considered in any evaluation. 
 

Uniformed members IAW JTR may be authorized on orders by the AO for POV use to 
the GOV’T’s advantage for TDY to locations within 800 miles of the PDS (round trip) as 
determined from the DTOD. The government preferred method of travel to a TDY site is 
commercial air via government contract, except when this distance applies and is 
authorized.  

 
POV travel is for personal convenience if it does not qualify as POV Advantageous. If 

POV travel is for personal convenience then members will be reimbursed for mileage costs 
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not to exceed the Constructed Cost (city pair airfare + TMC/CTO service fee) plus 1 day of 
travel per diem each way (regardless of how many days it actually takes to drive to/from the 
TDY site). If POV travel does exceed Constructed Cost, the member is capped at the 
Constructed Cost value. *See examples below. 

  
This applies to transportation from PDS to TDY site and from TDY site back to PDS 

only. When computing the Constructed Cost, expenses such as tolls, parking, rental car, etc. 
incurred while driving a POV to or from the TDY location are NOT included. This does not 
impact local transportation entitlements while at TDY site. If it is determined that POV is 
Advantageous, all authorized expenses incurred while traveling are reimbursable. 

 
 

A Constructed Cost Worksheet is available and located on PPC’s Travel Website: 
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/ppc/travel/.  
 
To determine if POV is most Advantageous vs. personal convenience, use the bottom 
section of the worksheet. If POV is Most Advantageous, actual travel time and authorized 
expenses are reimbursable. 
 

 
 
Direct link to the worksheet:  
https://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Portals/10/CG-1/PPC/TRAVEL/ConstructiveGTRCost.XLS 
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Example:  
Member chooses to drive but POV is NOT most advantageous. Member’s round trip 
POV mileage cost (miles X rate) equals $409.02 and 4 total days are used to travel 
to/from TDY site. Constructed Cost is $149.60 and 1 day to fly. Member will be 
reimbursed 1 travel day at 75% per diem and $149.60 for the mileage. Miscellaneous 
reimbursable expenses associated with driving a POV and incurred during travel, such 
as parking and tolls, are not authorized for reimbursement.  
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Example:  
Member chooses to drive but POV is most advantageous. Commercial air is cheaper 
but mission requirements are considered. Member’s round trip POV mileage cost (miles 
X rate) equals $409.02 and 4 total days are used to travel to/from TDY site. Constructed 
Cost is $149.60 and 1 day to fly. Member will be reimbursed 4 travel days per diem and 
$409.02 for the mileage. Miscellaneous reimbursable expenses associated with driving 
a POV and incurred during travel, such as parking and tolls, are authorized for 
reimbursement.  
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