Temporary BAH Rate Increase – Coronavirus 2019 - Flow Chart
When the Secretary of Defense prescribes a temporary increase in BAH rates, this flow chart outlines the process a Coast Guard member needs to follow to request the temporary BAH
rate increase.
Note: If a member currently has BAH protection authorization for a different location other than their duty station MHA, they are not eligible for a temporary BAH rate increase.

The Secretary of Defense
authorizes a temporary
increase in BAH rates for a
Military Housing Area
(MHA).

Member’s certification must show
actual allowed rental housing and
utility expenses. Utilities normally are
gas, electric, water, sewage, or trash
disposal.

Member completes and
command reviews the
Temporary BAH Increase
Application according to
eligibility criteria and approves
the submission if determined to
be eligible.

Termination: The temporary BAH rate is paid through the day before the next regular rate
changed effective date (i.e. 1 January) for the area at which time the new regular BAH rate
applies. There is no rate protection of temporary BAH rates. The following examples reflect
how changes during the temporary rate increase period affect the BAH paid.
If a member receiving a temporary BAH rate increase:
1. Is Promoted. The member must certify that housing costs exceed the regular BAH rate
for the higher grade, otherwise change to the regular BAH rate for the higher grade.
2. Is Demoted. The member must certify that housing costs exceed the regular BAH rate for
the lower grade, otherwise change to the regular BAH rate for the lower grade.
3. Has a Dependency Change. The member must recertify the housing costs for purposes of
comparing applicable rates.

Member submits certification in the
application format to CG-PSC-PSD-FS to
document housing and utility costs and
requests temporary BAH increase.
Application is emailed to:
HQS-SMB-CGPSC-PSDFS-BAH@uscg.mil

CG-PSC-PSD-FS receives and reviews
member’s application/documents.

Continue following
the chart.

Yes

Return to member and
command.

No

No increase authorized. The worksheet will be returned to
the member/unit containing reason why the request is denied.

Member is authorized the temporary increased rate effective
the latter of the approval date of the MHA for an increased
rate or the date the member started incurring the increased
expense. CG-PSC-PSD-FS will complete the approval
section on the Temporary BAH Increase, and it will e-mail it
to the member and PPC(MAS) to process the temporary BAH
payment. A copy will be sent to the member’s SPO to file in
section three of their SPO PDR.

Is member’s assignment/BAH rate
eligible for temporary increase?

Yes

Yes

Is the member’s total housing
expense (rent and utility expenses)
less than the current authorized
BAH rate?

Is the member’s total housing
expense (rent and utility
expenses) higher than the current
authorized BAH rate?

