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CHARACTERISTICS Homeland Security Cutter Light Icebreakers (HSC-L)

The Coast Guard’s Homeland Security Cutter-Light Icebreakers (HSC-L) program is modernizing its domestic

Length: 70 feet A A L A ) e T A .
icebreaking fleet by combining icebreaking and aids to navigation (ATON) functions into a single, versatile
vessel. These vessels are designed to replace the aging 65-foot WY TL light icebreaking tugs, ensuring year-round

Draft (Max): 7 feet support for the Marine Transportation System in the Coast Guard Northeast and East districts.

Endurance (Min): HSC-Ls new design reduces crew requirements, training demands, maintenance needs and sustainment costs
3 days while enhancing operational efficiency and mission readiness. This investment, funded by One Big Beautiful Bill

(OB3), reflects the U.S. government’s commitment to strengthening Coast Guard capabilities and addressing

Air Draft (Max): the challenges of aging infrastructure.

20 feet above the waterline
The Coast Guard plans to acquire seven HSC-Light Icebreakers. The CG is developing a contract design to
be included within its planned request for proposal. The CG will solicit a contract in 2026 to include: completion
of the production design and construction.

FEATURES of HSC-L

» Capability to independently break freshwater ice
with a thickness of 12 inches at a continuous speed
of 3 knots.

» Capability to retrieve, deploy, stow, transport and
service at least three 5x11-foot buoys with moorings
and associated equipment.

*Crane with a lifting capacity of 4,500 Ibs. and a reach
five feet beyond the deck edge.

For updates on the national security cutter, visit the
program’s website at www.dcms.uscg.mil/acquisition
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Homeland Security Cutter Medium
Icebreakers (HSC-M)

CHARACTERISTICS

Length: 140’ Bay Class
Medium Tug (WTGB)

Region: Great Lakes,

New England

Features: Services ATONs
In addition to the Light Icebreakers, the Coast Guard also recognizes the need to and conducts law enforcement
replace its aging Homeland Security Cutter-Medium Icebreakers (HSC-M). The Coast
Guard is planning for a total of eleven HSC-Medium Icebreakers. While primarily Size: L:140'/B: 37.5"/
focused on icebreaking, these vessels will also contribute to overall maritime safety Displacement: 662 tons
and security, particularly on the Great Lakes and along the Atlantic coast, supporting
a wider range of missions, including search and rescue. Capability: Breaks ice

up to 22”
Homeland Security Cutter Heavy

Icebreakers (HSC-H) Average Age: 39

CHARACTERISTICS

Length: 240’ Heavy
Icebreaker (WLBB-30)

Region: Great Lakes

Features: ATON, Search

To address the unique challenges of ice navigation in severe winters, the Coast and Rescure, and

Guard is also proposing the construction of one Homeland Security Cutter-Heavy Environmental Response
Icebreaker (HSC-H), specifically designed to work alongside the CGC Mackinaw

keeping shipping lanes open in the Great Lakes. Size: L: 240’/ B: 58.5/

Displacement: 3,500 tons
The Importance of Icebreaking to New England _
Capability: Breaks ice

and Great Lakes Communities up to 32"

The Homeland Security Cutter program is recapitalizing its aging icebreaking fleet Average Age: 17
which sustains the economic vitality of New England and the Great Lakes region.
These vessels:

* Break through thick ice formations, ensuring that vital shipping channels
Visit our HSC website

at the QR code below remain open
* Assist vessels trapped in ice, providing critical support to vessels in distress

* Allow commerce to continue in ice covered waterways during the winter
shipping season

* Mitigate ice jams and flooding, reducing the risk of damage to infrastructure
and communities

Modernizing Capabilities

By replacing the aging vessels, the Coast Guard can ensure that our waterways remain
T SRR TEREIEI.  open and safe, supporting economic growth and national security for years to come.
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